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INTEMAtlOAL  MILITAIT  TRIfUHAL  FOR  THR  FAR  EAST 
UNITBD  STATES  OF  AMERICA  •t  ol 

-RTS  - 

ARAKX,  Sadao  ot  al 


SWORN  DEPOSITION  (T^’ansiacion) 
Daponanti  KAWAGOE, Morijl 


H.TlnE  nr.t  •"  <’•**'  *• 

.„a  1„  ..oora.no.  with  th.  prA..d»r»  fcHo-i  In  my  country 

I  haroby  dapcao  as  follPws. 

1.  I  am  an  aa-Hautanant-ganoral  ana  acting  chief  of  the 
Ll.l.on  Office  for  th.  DemcbUlaatlon  In  th.  Central  al.trlct. 

•.I,  Saaae  I  .«a  a  ataff  offlecr  to 

2,  '  ■  •  '  •  • 

th.  .th  Olrl.lon  'rom  Augu.t  1,  19...  to  I- 

ana  attach,,  to  the  F.r.onn.l  Affair.  Rurcau  of  th.  War 

a  4.  T  1932  to  March  I,  1934,  under  Oon» 
Ministry  from  August  I.  193Z, 

ARAKI. 

I.  It  wa.  th.  thoroush  .auction  of  the  Army  Into  th. 
a'n.clouanca.  of  their  being  the  Imperial  Jap.nc.e  Army. 

Ho  put  thl.  policy  to  practice  for  two  year,  while  he  wa. 
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Dlvisirn  Commandor.  Tho  Japanoso  army  had  been  mcdellod 
upon  Gorman  and  French  prototypos  and  had  not  yo  t  freed  itself 
frrm  tho  Prussian  formalism.  Ho  emphasisod  tho  nocossity 
of  tho  Japanese  army  to  oast  off  tho  foreign  influence  and 
stand  by  its  own  Imperial  honon  and  ProAite.  Ho  explained 
the  consciousness  or  being  selrtlor  of  tho  Imperial  army  ns 
follows i 

Tho  Japanese  army  was  under  the  direct  command  of  tho  Smporor 
and  its  duty  was  to  glorify  the  Emperor's  virtue.  The 
Emperor’s  virtue  is  tho  charity  founded  on  tho  gracious 
traditions  of  all  tho  proooding  Emperors  back  to  tho  originator 
of  the  dynasty.  Tho  duty  of  tho  Imporinl  army  is  to  administer 
this  charity  with  fairness  and  roscilutlon.  Othorwlso  the  '  ' 

prestige  of  the  army  would  bo  doraolishod. 

4,  He  explained  the  relation  between  tho  natonal  situation 
and  the  Imperial  Array  c ons clous  no s s  as  follows.  While  ho 

was  d.  Ivlslctl  ®  foreign  questions  as  tho 

Manchurian  and  tho  Russian  questi''n8  «ccurred .  He  ex¬ 
pressed  sympathy  the  inhabitants  of  those  countries  but 

said  that  those  affairs  concernod  tho  foreign  countries  ao 
that  Japan  should  n^t  intorforo  with  thoso  questions.  He 
also  maintained  that  khe  army  should  n^t  participate  in 
politics.  The  Emperor  declares  V/a  r  only  when  tho  national 
polity  and  very  existanco  of  Japan  is  hold  at  the  stako. 
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Until  that  timo  tho  Imperial  Japanese  army  should  ntot  act 

rashly  to  the  dishonour  of  ther  Emperlcr's  virtue.  If 

our  soldiers  burn  in  tho  Imperial  Japanese  army  consciousness 

and  the  entire  nation  cultivate  their  virtues,  tho  world  will 

naturally  pay  respect  to  Japan  and  our  national  dofenSe  will  | 

bo  se  cured  without  tho  use  of  the  sword*  j 

6»  For  tho  first  six  months  or  so,  they  had  difficulty 

In  understanding  the  meaning  of  the  Imperial  army  Consoiousnoss* 

Even  an  officer,  inquired,  would  say,  for  example,  "KOGUN 

ISRirX  the  Imperial  ormy  consciousness  is  to  march  (KOGUN) 

to  18HIFI  (1.  ».  the  name  of  a  place  In  KAGOSHIMA  Prefecture)" 

or  It  Is  to  bo  cordially  reoiovod  by  tho  inhabitants  of  the  , 

place  after  marching  (KOGUN)  and  being  quartered  at  night," 

Tho  Division  Commander  was  so  far  in  advance  of  the  offloors 
In  thought,  that  tho  offloors  could  not  understand  him  and 
consequently  could  n*t  educate  tho  soldiers  In  his  Ideal.  i 

6,  Ho  talked  on  tho  Imperial  army  ccnseiousnoss  whenever 

ho  inspected  his  army  and  repeatedly  gave  Instructions  at  tho 
gatherings  of  unit  commondors.  The  deepest  Impression  I  got 
of  him  was  ho  expounded  on  hie^  ideal  for  as  long  os  8 
hours  to  all  the  army  officers  In  K(jMAMOTO.  his  exp-eltlcn 
ranging  from  the  spirit  of  tho  foundation  of  the  Japanese  army 
to  tho  nature  of  m ode rn  wa rf are ,  He  warned  them  against  tho  | 

complicated  nature  of  future  wars  and  concluded  that  In  order  ^ 

that  his  Divlstn  might  enhance  tho  honor  of  tho  Imperial 

J 
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army,  they  must  all  thorcughly  awaken  tc  the  Imperial  army 

ernselrueneee.  By  hla  eff-'rts  they  came  to  understand  him. 

7,  The  following  few  points  are  among  what  he  advocated  in 

order  to  have  his  ideal  understood  by  soldiers. 

o.  Victory  or  death.  No  war  without  cause  should 

be  waged. 

»>,  Viet^^y  without  the  onony's  rosontmont,  «iii! 

occupation  alao  without  the  natluoo'  po.ontmont. 

Ihu.  war  .hcuia  be  -asci 

any  difficulty  or  plUht  inhuman  acta  ahculd  net  bo  done,  fer 
th.y  -111  b.  .B.ln.t  th.  Bmporcr*.  vlrtuoa.  Culture  In  time 
of  p.ac.  war.  o.phaalt.d  for  .ldl.r,.ln  barrack.. 

,8.  Cencret.  ...aura,  -are  taken  resardlnE  thla  point. 

He  upheld  a  hl^h  otandard  fer  the  ocaimandor.'  mcral  eharoetor. 
OBiphaalaed  the  Impcrtonoo  of  the  aplrltual  unity  of  a  oerpe 
with  the  eomraandor  as  its  centre# 

9.  He  lay  a  stress  upon  victory  without  the  enemy's 

reaentiaent.  Ccn.lderlnr  the  a.a.ntlal  quality  of  the 
Imperial  Japane.o  army,  a  cletcry  oannot  bo  a  clotcry  If  It 
haa  been  won  by  InourrlnE  the  enemy',  reaontmont.  The 
Imperial  Japanea,  army  may  Ic.o  a  bottle  If  It  woa  for  the 
a.kd  of  clndloatlng  It.  virtue  and  .btalnnlng  the  enemy', 
reapect.  At  th.  tlm.  of  hi.  flr.t  In.peotion  of  the 
hoadquatt.ra  of  the  Kaechhlma  regimental  dlatriot,  he 
emph.aited  thla  pdnt  purpc.ely  to  the  ac-oallid 
SATSUMA  boys# 
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'i 

Ho  said  Fllllrg  and  w''unding  pf  tho  onomy  is  inovitablo  » 

as  a  battlo  It  s  aattor  of  llfo  or  doath,  but  wo  must 

,1 

romomber  that  a  wor  is  not  a  private  qunrrdl  but  a  public  | 

af^'alr  in  whleh  tho  onomy  also  fight  for  tholr  country. 

Thorofrro  tho  Imperial  Jaoanoso  army  should  bo  orurtocus  and 
kind-hearted  toward  them  sc  that  tho  Japanese  racial  kindliness# 
which  is  no  other  than  a  mnnl  fo  s  ta  t  Icn  of  His  Majesty’s 
charity,  b©  vindicated  and  8h''uld  obsorvo  tho  International 
law  so  adlmorably  as  to  contribute  oven  toward  Its  further 
development  sc  that  tho  honor  of  tho  Imi*rl4l  Jaoanoso  army 

bo  oxaltod.  We  need  tho  generosity  of  UESUGI,  Konshin  (TNi 
a  16th  oentnry  Japanese  warlord)  who  supplied  his  onomy  with 
salt  Pn  seeing  them  suffering  from  Its  hbortago, 

« 

10.  Ho  said  about  tho  -.observation  oflP  International  Laws 

as  follows. 

Ho  definitely  condomnod  tho  uso  of  poison-gases,  and 
bacteria  and  was  osooolally  against  any  warfare  that  harm 

innocent  non-combatants.  With  regard  to  tho  treatment  of 

prisoners  of  war,  ho  aaltl  that  tho  Imperial  Japanese  army  should 
be  a  model  to  the  world  and  romlnddd  us  of  nur  army's  kind 

treatments  of  prisoners  of  war  In  the  Chlno-Japanese ,  and  tho 
Russc-Japanese ,  war  as  well  as  In  World  V.'ar  I.  There 

was  at  that  time  a  public  opinion  advocating  tho  enlargement 
'f  tho  oallbre  of  Japanese  rifles  from  6.6  m.m.  7.5  m .m .  In 
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rrrtor  tf  augument  It.  funding  pcwar  tut  Oonoral 
.iway,  .taad  agaln.t  ,uch  an  apinlon,  »lth  th,  viaw  that  tha 
u.p  of  rlfla.  -a.  ta  wound  tha  onany  and  maka  tham  loava  tha 
hattla  Itna  and  not  to  klU  tham  .o  th-t  thara  wa.  no  naod 
to  anl.rg.  th.  oallhar.  had  anough  oonfldano.  with  that 

kind  of  rlflo. 

11.  H.  m.ant  hy  •oooupatlon  to  ho  waloomad  hy  tha  natlvo.* 

a.  follow..  In  th,  h.ttloflold.  non-oombat.nt.  of  tha  onamy 
oountry  or  of  any  third  po-ar  .hould  not  ha  mola.tad. 

Looting,  wlalatlng.  killing  and  wounding  of  than  wora 
strictly  prchlbltod,. 

It  wa.  toward  th.  ahov,  and  aftar  all  that  ha  .trongly 
Inaistad  on  tho  oloanlln...  of  tha  harraak.  In  tha  dally 
military  dl.olpllno.  At  *ny  tin,  of  manoauvor.,  ha 
In. 1. tod  that  tha  Inhahltant.  .hould  not  h,  annoyod.  It  1. 
a  Prua.lan  mann-r,  ho  .aid  to  .ottla  up  th,  wa.t.d  flald. 
with  indannlty.  Japan,.,  .oldlar.  nu.t  traat  tha  Inhahltant. 
with  klndn...  and  .Inaaro .pa.poot.  Tha  foot  that  In  our 
Dlvi.lon,  tha  25rd  Infantry  ragln.nt  navor  d.mng.d  doflng 
nnno.uTor.  wa.  a  ra.ult,  of  tha  dl.olpllna  that  ASAKI  Sadao 

f,avo  it  when  ho  was  its  commander* 

IZ.  7<hat  1.  m.ant  hy  th,  nurlfloatlon  of  th,  harraok.l 
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0  Qxprossly  erd3red  that  oar<j  should  bo  taken  so  that 
articles  should  never  be  lost  in  the  barTaoks.  Ho 
maintained  that  of  all  the  Japanese  people,  the  soldier  most 
directly  embodied  the  Imperial  wish  so  th*“t.onoo  in  military 
uniform,  a  soldier  should  nover  a  moment  lose  his  military 
honor.  Sven  when  free  of  supervision,  he  should  maintoin  his 
dignity.  La  a  result  of  suoh  disciplino  lost  articles  woro 
always  restored  to  their  ownofs  and  theft  was  praotioally 
exterminated  . 

13.  After  he  was  appointed  War  Minister,  he  made  Bon. 
YAMAOKA.  Juko  Direotpr  of  the  Military  ^^ffairs  Bureau. 

This  YAMAOTA  was  well  known  for  his  tubbornness. 

In  my  anxiety,  when  I  oarao  to  Tokyo  from  KUMAMOTO.  I  asked 
the  Minister  the  reason  why  ho  appointed  him  who  did  not 
excel  in  military  administration  to  that  post*  Ho  replied. 

**Tho  present  state  of  Manchuria  is  compared  to  a  cart 
laden  with  explosives  falling;  down  from  a  mountain  top. 

As  it. must  be  stopped  without  expliaionf  so  the  hos  tllities 
should  bo  settled.  For  this  purpose  the  Army  should  bo  under 
perfect  control.  At  present  only  YAMAOKA  and  YANAOAT'A  can 
reprimand  the  Army. 

14.  I  was  transferred  to  the  Personnel  Affairs  Bureau 
in  the  V/ar  Ministry  on  August  1,  1932.  I  was  again  under 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/77633b/ 


/  ‘ 


D'?"’.  DOC,  -1^^2520 

direol:  gu4df\nco  cf  Gon,  ATtAKI  publicly  nnd  privately. 

The  Minister's  guiding  principle  in  the  V»'ar  Ministry 
was  DOrfect  realisation  of  a  sense  of  the  true  Imperial 
Army,  just  as  while  ho  was  Division  Commander  at  KUMAMOTO# 

In  his  address  to  subordinates  or  private  instruction  he  em¬ 
phasized  the  Army  should  stand  up  to  the  august  bonevolonoe 
cf  the  Smperor#  and  reiterated,  "V  ioj^ory  without  the  enemy’s 
resentment  and  by  oooupation  to  bo  welcomed  by  natives," 

16.  I  participated  in  the  Pacific  War,  as  Chief  staff- 

officer  to  the  48th  Division.  What  I  was  most  careful  about 
woo  to  realize  ARAKI's  slogan,  of  yoarvoagc,  victory  without 
the  enemy's  resentment  and  oooupation  amid  the  respect  of  the 
inhabitant's,  I  praoticolly  succeeded  after  a  year's 
education  in  having  this  spirit  thoroughly  understood  by  ray 
soldiers.  But  in  order  to  reassure  its  practice,  I  gave 
orders  while  I  was  in  TAIWAN  that  any  soldier  who  has  Ill- 
treated  prisoners  of  war,  or  plundered,  vi  oln  ted  ^  kl  1  led  or 
wounded  natives,  should  be  ounished,  not  ho  alone,  but 
.together  with  his  regimental  commander.  And,  at  the  time, 
the  administration  in  Japan  was  out  of  condition  and  tho 
people,  spociolly  tho  farmers  wore  so  afflicted  that  tho 
young  officers  who  directly  trained  soldiers  from  farming 
districts  wore  in  tho  deep  agony. 


^8  • 
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Tho  division  orramnndsr  prppsrly  load  with  kindness  the 
yt'WRp  pf^leora  who  had  boon  apt  to  fall  Into  redloalism* 

He  untiringly  porsuaded  thorn  to  Improve  tholr  character  and 
to  rotrosooct  thomsolvos.  Thus  ho  onlightonod  them  a 
groat  deal, 

I 

*  On  this  5  day  Sot , ,  1947 

At  _ 

DUPONISNT  KAV;aG03  Uorljl  (soal) 


i  I 


n 

I 


A* 


I,  HASOOKA  Komol  hereby  certify  that  tho  above 
statement  was  swrrn  by  tho  Doponot,  who  af^'lxod  his  signature 
and  sodl  thoret''  In  the  prosonoo  of  this  witness* 


On  the  some  date 
At  _ 

'Tltnoss*  (signed)  HASUOKA  Komol  (seal) 


% 

OATH 

In  accordnnoo  with  my  oonsdonoo  I  swear  to  toll  tho 
whole  truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing, 

KA^-AGOS  Mcri.11  (seal) 
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